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SUBJECT Author i za t i on to Proceed with the Enforcement Lead R I/FS at the South
Cava lcade Street S i t e , Harr i s Co . , Texas — ACTION MEMORANDUM

FROM/jUtyn M. Dav i s , Director
^^fer & Waste Management

TO Oic< Wh i t t i n g t o n , P . E ,
Reg iona l Admin i s t ra tor , 6A

PURPOSE

The purpose of th i s memorandum is to request author i za t ion to undertakean enforcement lead Remedia l Inves t igat ion and Feas ib i l i ty Study at the
South Cava l cade Street s i t e . The Remedia l I nve s t i ga t i on w i l l determine
the nature and extent of sediment and groundwater con tam ina t i on at the
s i te and the Feas ib i l i t y Study w i l l develop and se lect the best a l ter-
nat ive for terminat i ng the re lease of hazardous substances into the
env i ronment . The State of Texas has ind icated its des i re to have theE?A take the lead at th i s s i te .

BACKGROUND

The South Cava l cade Street s i t e is on the proposed Nat i ona l Pr i o r i t i e sL i s t .

The s i te covers about 45 acres and is located southeast of Maury-
Cavalcade Street intersect ion in Houston , Texas , about one inile south-
west of the intersect ion of Interstate North Loop 610 and U . S . Route 59.
The site is bounded on the east and west by the Houston Bel t and Termina lra i l road 1 i n e s .

The surface of the s i t e s lopes less than one percent . The deve loped
port ions dra in into storm sewer system. The undeveloped port ions of the
s i te dra in to Hunt ington Bayou, about three-quarters of a m i l e away. The
subsurface cons i s t of interbedded clays, s i l t s , sands , and yrave l s of theBeaumont Format ion .

The saturated sediments of the Beaumont, L i s s i e and other Format ions formthe Gu l f Coast Aqu i fer , In the area of the s i te , th i s large, leakyartes ian aquifer is encountered at less than 10 feet be low the surfaceand extends to depths of greater than 1 ,000 feet.
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A wood-treating facil ity, National Lumber and Cresot i ng Co . , operated on
the s ite from 1911 to 1939. .-The Koppers Co . , Inc. aquired ownership of
the faci l i ty in 1940 and operated a wooa-treat ing and a coal tar d i s t i l -lat ion plant unt i l 1961 . Subsequently, two-thirds of the s i te h^s been
developed by three pa l l e t i zed truck ing f i rms .
In the early 1980 ' s the Houston Metropolitan Transit Authority {MTA)
became interested in the property for possible use as light rail main-
tainance yard and contracted with Camp, Dresser and McKee to conduct a
geotechnical survey of the site. Creosote compounds were encountered
early in the survey and as a result the MTA redefined the scope of theCamp, Dresser and McKee investigation. The resulting report, "Cavalcade
Contaminant Survey," dated July"11 , 1983 documents widespread surface and
groundwater contamination. At one location contaminants were encountered
at least 35 feet below the surface. A partial list of the contaminants
includes anthracene, chrysene, fluoranthene, arsenic, chromium, and zinc.The bond issue that would have financed the Houston mass transit system
was defeated, and the property is still owned by three f irms .
The 1980 U .S . Census found 9 ,550 people l iv ing wi th in one-half mi le ofthe site. Groundwater is the source of all munic ipa l dr ink ing water in
this area. There are a lso a number of industr ia l we l l s in the area. Thecontinued release and migrat ion of hazardous substances into the env iron-
ment from the South Cava lcade Street s i te , if left undeterred, may endanger
publ i c hea l th , we l fare , and the environment in the v ic in i ty of the s i te .
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS
The level of cit izen concern regarding this site is low. No known publ ic
interest groups are actively involved. There has been l imited news mediacoverage. A Community Relation Plan has been initiated for the s ite.
The objectives of the Community Relations Plan for this site are toeducate the general public regarding the planned remedial activit ies,
provide a route for comments, and promote acceptance of the best cleanup
alternative.
The only activity to be recommended at this time is the issuance of a
press release upon init iat ion of the task order by the ERA Zone Contractor,The final obligation package wil l include the Community Relat ions Planand the press release.

ENFORCEMENT.
In June 1983, the Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR) approvedMTA's formal site closure plan. The cleanup was not begun because of the
fai lure of Houston ' s mass transit bond issue. TDWR then began negotiatingwith Koppers Co . , Inc. for site cleanup. In Apri l 1984, TDWR referredthe site to U'PA for Superfund Lis t ing and remedial act ion. Koppers and
EPA Region 6 representives met in July 1984 and Koppers indicated theirdesire to work with the EPA to cleanup the site.
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PROPOSED PROJECT

The general objective of the project is to complete a Remed ia l Inves t i -gation and Feas ib i l i ty Study for the s i te . The first phase of this
project wi l l cons ist of developing the Remedia l Invest igat ion and Feas i-
b i l i ty Study Work P lan . The Work Plan wi l l define the invest igat ion that
wi l l determine the nature and extent of groundwater contaminat ion re-
su l t ing from Koppers ' operat ions . The Work P lan w i l l a l so def ine the
Feas ib i l i ty Study which wi l l propose and select the best remedial programbased on the informat ion developed dur ing the inves t igat ion .

PROJECT COST AND SCHEDULE

The est imated cost of the Remedial Invest igat ion and Feas ib i l i t y StudyWork P lan development is $40 ,4 18 and the entire study is projected to
cost $490 ,000 should the potent ia l ly respons ib le part ies dec l ine in-volvement . The Work Plan development is est imated to take 4 months
to complete and the Remedial Inves t igat ion and Feas ib i l i ty Study isest imated to take 21 months to complete.

RECOMMENDATION

This request has been coordinated with the appropriate Regiona l and
Headquarters off ices and the a l l oca t ion was made in the Region 6 Superfund
Comprehens ive Accompl i shments P l a n ; therefore, I request that you approveproceeding with the Superfund act iv i t i e s at the South Cava l cade Streets i t e .
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